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elcome to the first issue of the McKay
Drilling newsletter. Through this news-
letter we aim to keep you up to date

Reminders

Pre-Starts: Try to get
your pre-starts in on a
weekly to fornightly
basis

JSA: Keep the ISA’s
coming in, everyone is
doing very well

Order Lists:
Remember to put
your order lists in and
phone Les or Shaun
the next day at the
workshop on 93034038

A WORD FROM MARK

Good to see all the rigs are running well and the drilling
has been fairly straight forward apart from some fairly
technical holes on Rig 4 for Rhys. Lee Jackson has
moved on and we wish him well with his new venture.

Plugging of existing drill holes

For reptiles and other small
vertebrates inhabiting areas
where existing holes may have
been drilled, daily life means
having to watch where you step
(or slither).

Millions of open drill holes and
mine shafts have been left

i+ exposed through the legacy of
il exploratory drilling over the

last 30 years.

Recent experiments have been
conducted by identifying open
existing drill holes and placing a
bucket over the hole to catch
any reptile or small mammal
which may fall peril to the open
area.

According to the results,

New Employees

[\/| cKay Drilling would like to
Coates,
Andrew
Richard
recently
joined us as offsiders. Good

welcome  Toby
Nathan Hughes,
Goldsmith  and
Morien who all

luck guys!

uncapped holes in the area may
be killing as many as 10-28
million reptiles per year or an
equivalent of 25-72 tons of
biomass.

To arrive at the figures buckets
were wedged inside 43 holes
over the course of 13 months.
Each bucket had a hole at the
bottom and plastic jar under it
which allowed the captured
animals to avoid desiccation or
predation. The buckets were
regularly checked for captured
wildlife.

The study did suffer from some
shortcomings - specifically its
small sample size and the fact
that the sample was not

Brad McKay

Who'’s Drilling Where

R ig one is back at Solomon in the hands of Paul Williams. Dan O’Leary will be taking rig two and
moving up to do some drilling in Kununarra while rig three with Clayton Dowell aboard is also
heading to Kununarra. It looks like Rhys Davies and rig four will be calling Eliwana home for
some time. Rig five is currently located at Doolgunna with Donny Tewhare. Sidney Whanga’s rig
six is cruising along in Marillana for FMG. Niall Breen, Benjiman Wilson and Anthony Moon are
still calling Tenant Creek home on rig seven and rig eight with Henry Tiaitt is still in the wilderness
in Booraloola enjoying the challenging conditions. All looks busy for the remainder of 2010 so

keep up all the good work.

random - sites were selected for
ease of inspection.
Nonetheless, the findings are
disconcerting and call attention
to the need for action.

Please ensure that hole plugs
are available and that all exist-
ing holes drilled by McKay
Drilling are plugged within a 12
hour period after moving on.
Despite  this  responsibility
primarily being left to the
client, it is the responsibility to
all concerned that further risk
to Australia’s unique fauna is
not increased due to the
company’s actions.

In Other News

Brad McKay (pictured left) will

fill the shoes of Maintenance
manager while Marcus Best
leaves on a much deserved
holiday. He will be back on the
6th of September.
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Rig One

ig one has been in the yard for retruck-
ing. It had the 8x4 mercedes pulled out

and replaced with an 8x8 actross
mercedes. It also had the cyclone
mounted to it as well as the new Work-
ing At Heights System and was accom-
panied with a brand new mercedes 8x8
rod truck. The rig headed north on
August 24th back to Solomon to drill
for FMG with Paul Williams back at
the levers.

Rig One heading back to Solomon

Rig In Focus

of June. The rig has had a few teething problems which
have been resolved over the last month. The rig is drilling in
some very difficult conditions up at Eliwana. With holes
going as deep as 300 metres it makes some days very inter-
esting. Rig four also rolled out with Working At Heights
Gear, four rigs down four to go. All the rigs should be fitted
by mid 2011.

R yhs Davies took rig four, the new track rig, out at the start

M

The New Morooka

Congratulations

ongratulations to Anthony Moon for
recently obtaining his HC license and
to Chad McKay for achieving his HR
license. Well done guys!

The track rig (Rig Four) about to head out on it’s first job

New Support Vehicle

cKay Drilling has purchased a new Morooka
MST-2200VD (pictured left), a rubber track
mounted dump carrier that will act as the fuel &
water and rod support vehicle for track mounted
rig four.
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