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 Reminders 

 

Plods: Make sure you get
all your plods in before 
Mondays of each week. This
gives the office time to
process them to get your 
pays completed in time.

Parts Reqs: Just a reminder
to put you parts reqs in and
phone the yard to confirm 
with Les

Pre-Starts: Try to get your
Pre-Starts in on a weekly to 
fornightly basis and record
the number on your plod

McKay Drilling
Newsletter

cKay Drilling’s Operation Manager Ronnie 
Hill, was one of  thousands of  entrants in this 
year’s city to surf. Ronnie has been in training 
to complete this year’s 12km run; he finished 
in a very good time of  01:04:40.

cKay Drilling would like to make 
welcome Josh Adams, Mark Scholz, 
Brett Morrison and Jack Coghlan 
who all join us as offsider’s. 

Plugging of existing drill holes
or reptiles and other small
vertebrates inhabiting areas
where existing holes may have
been drilled, daily life means
having to watch where you step
(or slither). 
 Millions of  open drill 
holes and mine shafts have 
been left exposed through the 
legacy of  exploratory drilling 
over the last 30 years. 
 Recent experiments 
have been conducted by identi-
fying open existing drill holes 
and placing a bucket over the 
hole to catch any reptile or 
small mammal which may fall 
peril to the open area.

According to the results, 
uncapped holes in the area 
maybe killing as many as 
10-28million reptiles per year 
or an equivalent of  25-72 tons 
of  biomass. To arrive at the 
figures buckets were wedged 
inside 43 holes over the course 
of  13 months. Each bucket 
had a hole at the bottom and 
plastic jar under it which 
allowed the captured animals 
to avoid desiccation or preda-
tion. The buckets were 
regularly checked for captured 
wildlife. The study did suffer 
from some shortcomings - 
specifically its small sample 

size and the fact that the 
sample was not random - sites 
were selected for ease of  
inspection. 
 Nonetheless, the 
findings are disconcerting and 
call attention to the need for 
action. Please ensure that hole 
plugs are available and that all 
existing holes drilled by McKay 
Drilling are plugged within a 
12 hour period after moving 
on. Despite this responsibility
primarily being left to the 
client, it is the responsibility to
all that further risk to 
Australia’s unique fauna is not 
increased due to the company’s 

actions.

Who’s Drilling Where
ig One has moved to the north of  Newman in the hands of  Paul Williams. Adrian Pearse has 
packed up and headed north of  Tenant Creek aboard Rig Two. Darren Smith is drilling just east 
of  Newman on Rig Three. The Track Rig is now back in the hills just west of  Tom Price with 
Anthony Sapienza. Rig Five remains in Meekatharra with Wayne Edgelow aboard. Sidney 
Whanga is at the levers of  Rig Six just East of  Newman.  Rig  Seven has moved south of  Port 
Healand with Niall Breen and Ben Wilson sharing the duties. Henry Taitt is just out of  Tennant 
Creek abroad Rig Eight. Finally Rig Nine is 110km southwest of  Kununurra with Donald 
Tewhare.

A WORD FROM RONNIE 

Just remember guys to keep your communication up, 
whether you’re travelling to another job or just reporting in 
the days shift.

Mark Scholz

Workshop Store
he store is now running 
digitally through InFlow 
Inventory after the stock-
take finished, at the begin-
ning of  this month.
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Rig Three Drilling
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T
ISO 9001:2008

Rig 10

he development of  the McKay Drilling Quality Assurance 
system is progressing well.

The Quality Assurance audit of  the workshop will take place 
in November, followed by site visit to Rig Ten.

At this point we are very pleased with the development and 
are anticipating a smooth, formal transition of  this system 
into our daily operations.

ig 10 is finally on it way due to arrive in mid-september.
The rig will be a Schramm 685WS with a foremost rod 
handler. Both deck and walkways will be made out of  
aluminum to keep weight down. 

Rig 10 will be supported by both a Mercdeds 8x8 rod and 
air truck, which are currently in the yard being worked on. 
The boilermakers are currently flooded with work building 
and working on a tray for the airtuck, a custom 40ft drop-
deck trailer, a container with a mounted genset and a fuel 
tank with a poly rack.
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Congratulations

C ongratulations to Johnathan Taitt and 
Mikhaela Smith on getting engaged in the 
South of  France. McKay Drilling wishes 
them all the best for their future.
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